
Notes About George Albert Pearson Sr.  (source: The Pavek Museum in 

Minnesota), Obituary, and Notes from Cecilia Jasuwan  
 

Lost in the scramble of early radio design were several circuits whose sole purpose was to 

decrease the number of tubes necessary for adequate reception and reproduction.  The Reflex 

circuit and its sibling Inverse Duplex enjoyed wide popularity.  A few companies, like ERLA, David 

Grimes, and Acme Apparatus, were built upon the hope that these patents would carry them to 

long-term viability.  

 

According to Alan Douglas in his Radio Manufacturers of the 1920s, George Pearson decided to 

go into the radio business “in the fall of 1921.”  By 1924, his Electrical Research Labs, or ERLA, 

had ads in all the major radio magazines promoting a complete line of beautiful components, all 

designed to serve the hobbyist who wanted to build their own Reflex set.  Articles on the ERLA 

Reflex circuit were in virtually every new radio publication on the market. 

 

By 1926, ERLA’s only presence was in the form of little spots ads buried in the back pages.  In 

September of 1928, Pearson sold the name and got out of the radio business. 

 

Sometime between 1924 and 1926, Pearson also built a line of radios carrying his name (under 

the ERLA banner.)  One of my favorite radios in the Museum comes from this era.  Outwardly 

plain and unassuming, the interior reveals the company’s strengths and weaknesses: beautiful 

components that delivered marginal performance.  

 

Despite ERLA’s short-lived success, George Pearson was a significant contributor to the art of the 

individual component, a concept that is all but lost today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



OBITUARY OF GEORGE ALBERT PEARSON 
Source: Anderson/McQueen Funeral Home, St. 
Petersburg, Florida 
Pearson, George Albert, 95, of St. Petersburg, died 
Thursday, April 13th, 2006. He was born in 
Indianapolis, IN, and came here (Florida) in 1939 from 
Chicago, IL. He was a self-employed real estate 
investor and during WW II, he served in the Army Air 
Corps. 
 
 He graduated from Duke University with a bachelor’s 
degree in electrical engineering and he was an 
accomplished musician and played the piano and bass 
fiddle. He was an avid sailor, fisherman, and 
photographer, and he loved to travel. He loved to fly 
and had a pilot's license. He was a member of the St. 
Petersburg Yacht Club where he was the oldest 
surviving Past Commodore, and he was a member of 

the Exchange Club of St. Petersburg where he was Past President. 
 
 He is survived by his daughter, Cecelia A. Jasuwan of St. Petersburg; and 3 grandchildren, 
Angela S. Jasuwan of Seminole, and Albert and Adisuk Jasuwan of St. Petersburg. Anderson-
McQueen Funeral & Cremation Centers-Tyrone Chapel. 
 
 
See below for the Pearson Family Memories by Cecilia Jasuwan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


